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Serious ill-health offers no
relief for asylum claimants

Campaigners press for revised interpretation of European Convention as Home Office resists ill-health claims

Campaigners are calling on the
Government to end the practiceof
deporting failed asylum see kers with
serious disabilities back to countres where
their medical needs will not be met.

Highlighting the cases of two disabl ed
Kenyans, Mercy Murua and Peter Gichura,
whose deporta ti onback to Kenya is
imminent, the CoalitionAgainst the Wdfare
Reform Bill (CAWRB) recently met with the
minister for disabl ed people, Anne McGuire,
to urge her to revisit the issue.

Ms Mu rua and Mr Gichurafled Kenya in
2002, claiming that they were repeatedly
attacked by Nairdipoliceofficers for their
role in lobbying for the interests of a group
of disabled street hawkers in the city. Ms
Murua, who con tracted polio as a baby and
is confinedto a wh eel chair, says she suffered
repeated sexual assaults while in police
custody, through which she became
pregnant, later giving bi rth to a daugh ter.
Her claim for asylum on grounds of political
persecution, ethnic persecution, access to
medical care and refuge from ra pe has, so
far, been rej ected by the Home Office.

In a letter in October 2006 Ms Mu rua was
told that all owing people in her situation to
remain in the UK would ‘overl oad the NHS
and be unfair to Bri tish citizens who, as
nati onals and taxpayers, have first call’

Mr Gichu rare-applied for asylum in the
UK on medical grounds in 2006 after his
1 ong term spinal inju ry worsened, but the
Home Office rej ected his petition, arguing
that “a pers on's medical condition must be at
sucha critical stage that there are compelling
humanitarian grounds for not removing

them to a country which lacks the medical
and social services to prevent ac ute suffering
before death”. In October 2006 his case was
raisedby London Mayor Ken Livingstone in
a letter to the Home Office, in which he
wrote of ‘a perception that the UK
immigration regime is unbalanced, unjust
and inhumane’.

Contravention
WinVisible, a charitabk sel f- h elp group for
wom en with disabilities and a member of
the CAWRB, insists the Govern mentis
acting in con travention of the European
conventi on and should rethink its stance.
Speaking to PSW, WinVisible’s Claire
Glassman said: “Isit acceptable that the ri ght
not to be subjected to cruel and degrading
treatment under Article 3 of the European
Conventi on on Human Ri ghts has been
redu ced to the ri ght not tosuffer unduly
while dying? Wh en ex perts like Rach el Hurst
OBE (Disability Awareness in Action and
member of the Advi s ory Group to the
Government Office for DisabilityIssues)
con firmthat, if deported, Mr Gichura, as
s om eone with a spinal injury, would almost
certainly not su rvive for long — how mu ch
more ‘critical’ can som eon €s situationbe?”
The Home Office has rej ected the
suggesti onthat it is acting against the
European Convention, ci ting an appeal
ruling by the Law Lords in 2005 relating to
the case of a Ugandan woman with advanced
HIV/AIDS whose asylum claim centred on
the fact that repatria ti onwould re sult in her
certain death because of a lack of anti-
retrovi ral medicati on in her home country.

Mercy Murua, an asylum-seeker from Keny a
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